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This is Friends School 

At Friends School, we believe education can 
empower our children to successfully navigate 
our complex society. Each Friends School graduate has a strong 
sense of self, connection, and agency to positively affect our world. Our 
community is built on connection and trust and guided by our four 
trailmarkers: 

๏ Collaboration, Communication & Creativity…lead to innovation and 
problem-solving for our classroom, community and our world. 

๏ Rich Academic Program…ensures that learning is propelled by deep 
engagement, reflection, and critical thinking. 

๏ Social & Emotional Literacy…provides for understanding of one’s self and 
the cultivation of empathy, which form the foundation of meaningful, 
lasting relationships. 

๏ Diversity, Social Justice & Service Learning…strengthen the likelihood of 
positive impact by inviting and valuing diverse perspectives. 

A Friends School education promises an essential foundation for a life of 
success. Our vision is as clear today as it was over 32 years ago:  Making the 
world better by challenging minds, nurturing spirits and honoring 
individuality. 

Schedule a tour today to discover the joyful experience of a 
Friends School education! 

303.499.1999 
admissions@friendsschoolboulder.org 



Our Mission 

Friends School is a supportive,  

dynamic community committed to 

educating the whole child — head, 

hand, and heart — and to  training 

exceptional teachers for  tomorrow’s 

classrooms. We provide a strong 

academic foundation while 

developing creative expression and 

nurturing a passion for learning.  Our 

students gain a deep understanding 

of themselves and are inspired to act 

with compassion  and integrity. 



Small class sizes enable our experienced teachers to tailor 
academic programming to each individual student’s needs 
and learning style.  

Challenging Minds 

๏ Purposeful, authentic assessment in 
all grades through daily observations 
of progress, portfolio assessment, 
and thoughtful use of standardized 
testing (in grades 3-8). 

๏ Multi-age learning experiences bring 
students of all ages and varying 
learning levels together and foster 
leadership skills. 

๏ Friends alumni are perceptive, 
diverse, and critical thinkers who know 
themselves well and are engaging 
contributors to their larger 
communities. 

๏ Partnering with parents and 
providing robust parent education 
creates a connected community for 
the whole family. 

๏ Teacher Preparation Program, a 
designated agency for alternative 
licensure through the Colorado State 
Department of Education, prepares 
and graduates aspiring teachers with 
a Colorado teaching license and 
optional Master’s degree in education. 

๏ Design Thinking approach to problem 
solving is incorporated into our 
curriculum Preschool-8th.

๏ Preschool: gentle introduction to 
school through play-based learning 
provides the foundation for a 
lifetime of success. 

๏ Elementary School: differentiated, 
hands-on, integrated learning with 
an emphasis on character 
development. 

๏ Middle School: student-influenced 
integrated curricula tailored to the 
individual with an emphasis on 
critical thinking, leadership, and 
empowerment skills. 

๏ Teaching specialists provide one-
on-one, small group, and full class 
instruction in literacy, math, art, 
music, PE, Spanish, library and 
technology. 

๏ Outdoor education and environ-
mental science programs include 
field trips, focused learning in 
outdoor classrooms, and age- 
appropriate multi-day trips for 
grades 2-8. 

๏  Research-based curriculum 
developed by Master-level 
teachers exceeds state standards 
and prepares students to advance 
academically at all levels.



I have three children who  attended 
Friends School and it was the best gift of 
education!  Now that they are in high 
school, middle school and college, the 
core values of head, hand, heart, and the 
love of learning that the teachers 
emphasize in their programs  continue to 
carry my kids through their academics 
and life.”  
- Friends School alumni parent

“



We provide intentional instruction and practice in social and 
emotional learning – our teachers actively guide  students 
every day to support our values of respect, kindness, safety, 
and good citizenship. 

Nurturing Spirits 

๏ We value ritual and celebration, 
emphasizing the importance of embracing 
traditions that honor individuals and 
connect us with the broader community.  

๏ Our graduates leave with lifelong skills 
for making friends, negotiating conflict, 
advocating for themselves, and interacting 
with the wider world. They are critical 
thinkers and problem solvers who voice 
their opinions and make a difference in 
their communities. 

๏ Mindfulness is taught and practiced 
throughout our community. Workshops 
are provided to parents and teachers, who 
in turn teach and practice it with children.  

๏ We cultivate students’ natural, intrinsic 
curiosity and motivation, which inspires 
thoughtful leaders and gracious 
participants who can adapt in the 
moment. 

๏ With the ever expanding social media 
world, we intentionally teach our older 
students to be socially technologically 
literate, discerning, ethical, empathetic, 
responsible, and kind. 

๏ Our special Passageworks program 
provides intentional transition skills as 
students move on to Kindergarten, middle 
school, and high school. 

๏ Service learning and community service 
opportunities are tailored for each grade 
level.

๏ Social emotional awareness allows 
students to feel comfortable at school 
and aids in their becoming mindful, 
empathetic, and respectful community 
members with strong communication, 
collaboration, and self-reflection skills. 

๏ Social emotional curriculum supports 
the comprehension of academic 
content as well as the ability to exercise 
21st century skills such as creativity, 
problem solving, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and decision making. 

๏ Mediation techniques and classroom 
discussion address issues as they arise, 
creating an environment in which 
students feel safe and empowered to 
work through problems and reach 
solutions. 

๏ Students learn respect for self and 
others, verbal expression, group social 
skills, confidence, appreciation of 
differences, and self-regulation. 

๏ In middle school, our unique social 
emotional focus supports students in 
becoming successful and well-adjusted 
teens. Curriculum is age-appropriate by 
grade level and addresses topics such 
as anxiety, gossip, body image, 
substance abuse, and more. 



In third grade I took an opportunity to go 
to another school but it wasn’t what I 
expected. When I came back  here I 
realized Friends School is the definite 
school for me. My mom asked me, ‘What 
is the difference between that school and 
Friends School?’ I told her love.”  
- Friends School graduate

“



We strive to support each individual in the development of 
self-awareness, establishing personal values, and 
understanding oneself as a part of the bigger world.

Honoring Individuality 

๏ Our learning environment is 
designed to inspire each child to 
become involved in the educational 
process and pursue their interests. 
Our assignments encourage creativity,  
innovation, and out-of-the-box 
thinking with open-ended 
assignments.  

๏ We appreciate, discuss, and 
embrace many aspects of  diversity 
in the classroom and recognize that 
our differences make our community 
a healthier place. 

๏ Students are given authentic 
choices and play an active role in their 
own learning. 

๏ Small class size/community allows 
teachers and staff to get to know each 
child’s unique gifts and challenges, 
both academically and socially. 

๏ Allowing time for reflection, large 
group lessons, small group lessons, 
and individual work time provides 
space for children to go at their own 
individual pace and supports their 
growth in intrapersonal intelligence.

๏ Individualized, cooperative, 
hands-on learning allows us to 
teach with consideration for 
individuals’ learning styles and 
levels. 

๏ Project-based learning allows for 
flexibility and honoring individual 
students by moving away from one-
size-fits-all instruction. 

๏ Keeping students with the same 
teacher for two years (in preschool 
and elementary school) provides a 
stable, consistent learning 
community where teachers can 
focus on individual learning styles. 

๏ Student-led portfolio reviews and 
self assessment allow students to 
be invested in their own education 
and demonstrate their progress in 
authentic ways. 

๏ We focus on what internally 
motivates each individual to learn 
rather than external grade-based 
motivation, which results in greater 
academic success. 

๏ Teachers give authentic, 
personalized feedback to students 
and parents, often pointing out the 
nuance in students’ work and 
projects.



Every one of the teachers had a deep 
knowledge of my child as a learner and a 
social being and  their wisdom and insight 
helped me to become a better parent.  
They were able to identify her  musical 
intelligence and used  music to help her in 
subjects that she was struggling with. My  
daughter received an excellent  academic 
foundation at Friends but what I’m most 
grateful for is  the extent that she 
learned, and  still practices, self-reliance,  
optimism, grit, gratitude, resiliency, 
courage, curiosity and above all kindness. 
She is currently a senior in college and 
still attributes her ability to achieve 
whatever she  sets her mind to, to her 
experience at Friends School.”  
-Friends School alumni parent

“



Outside of the Classroom 

Parent Education and Participation 
Friends School wants parents to be our partners in the  
education of their children. We welcome and encourage 
parent participation and provide many opportunities 
for parents to be involved in classroom activities, 
community-wide celebrations, and educational events. 
Our parent organization, committees, and involvement 
in our Community Board are other ways that Friends 
parents immerse themselves in the Friends School 
experience. 

Teacher Preparation Program 
Friends School offers a unique program to aspiring 
teachers that enables them to attain a Colorado 
teaching license as well as a Master’s degree in 
education. This highly regarded graduate  program 
places teachers with a mentor teacher in public and 

private schools throughout Boulder County each year, 
advancing our school’s philosophy into public, charter, and 

independent school classrooms. 

Summer Programs 
From Preschool Backyard Camps, Circus Camp, and Art, 
to Acting, Cooking, Garage Band and Computer 
Programming, Friends School offers one of the most 
popular summer day programs in Boulder County. We 
offer a wide variety of week-long, morning and 
afternoon summer classes for ages 3-14 years. Camps 
run in June and July.

Alumni Association 
Our alumni are accomplished citizens of the world. Whether 

they are winning international culinary contests, 
advocating for AIDS policy in underdeveloped countries, 
developing best-selling  apps, addressing community 
health issues in Africa, or being  recognized for their 
invention that provides greater firearm safety, our 
graduates possess the real-world collaboration and 

communication skills to be successful in any future they 
choose.



Just the facts 

Students: Ages
Max 

Enrollment
Classes  

per grade
Students  
per class

Student to 
Teacher Ratio

Parent-Toddler 2-3 10 1 10 5 to 1

Preschool 2.75-4 30 2 15 7 to 1

Pre-K 4-5 32 2 16 8 to 1

Elementary (K-5) 5-11 112 1 15-20 10 to 1

Middle School (6-8) 11-14 60 1 10-20 10 to 1

Teacher Prep Program Adult 36 1 36 N/A

Founded: 1987 

Faculty/Staff: 

42  
total  

faculty  
and staff

64%  
of faculty have 

advanced  
degrees

Faculty average 13 
years of classroom 

experience

yrs13  

๏ Accredited by the Association of Colorado Independent Schools 
๏ National Association of Independent Schools  
๏ Colorado Department of Education 
๏ Colorado Department of Human Services and the Health Department license our facilities 
๏ Awarded Top 50 Private Elementary Schools in the U.S. by thebestschools.org 
๏ Friends School preschool teachers awarded Educator of the Year in 2014 and 2015 by the 

Boulder Chapter of CAEYC

Accreditation / Memberships / National Recognition : 

Tuition / Financial assistance: 
Friends School tuition rates can be found on our website. We offer a unique  tuition scale 
based on adjusted gross income per family, as well as additional financial aid based on need. 

How to apply: 
Submit an online inquiry or reach out to our Admissions Department to start your application. 

Questions?  
Contact our Admissions Director at admisssions@friendsschoolboulder.org or 303.499.1999 
x227. 

mailto:admisssions@friendsschoolboulder.org
mailto:admisssions@friendsschoolboulder.org


We’re right here:

South Campus 
Preschool and Elementary 
5465 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Boulder, CO 80303 

North Campus 
Middle  School and Teacher Preparation Program 
3800 Kalmia Avenue 
Boulder, CO 80301 

P: 303-499-1999 
F: 303-499-1365 
www.friendsschoolboulder.org 
admissions@friendsschoolboulder.org

http://www.friendsschoolboulder.org
mailto:admissions@friendsschoolboulder.org
http://www.friendsschoolboulder.org
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